
Daily Operations Briefing
Wednesday, September 30, 2026

8:30 a.m. ET

FEMA National Watch Center



Federal Emergency Management Agency

National Current Operations / Monitoring

National Watch Center

New Significant Incidents / Ongoing Operations:
▪ Flooding – Southwest

Hazard Monitoring:
▪ Heavy Rain / Flash Flooding – Southwest, Southern Plains to Mississippi Valley

▪ Severe Thunderstorms – Southern Plains

▪ Tropical Activity:

o Atlantic: 

• Tropical Storm Hanna

o Eastern and Central Pacific: 

• Hurricane Rachel (CAT-1)

• Tropical Storm Nolo

• Tropical Depression Nineteen-E

o Western Pacific: 

• Tropical Depression 26W

Event Monitoring:
▪ No new significant events

Disaster Declaration Activity:
▪ No new declaration activity 

• Disturbance 1: Medium (40%)



Tropical Outlook 
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Tropical Storm Hanna: (Advisory #8, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 1,210 mi miles E of Bermuda

▪ Maximum sustained winds of 40 mph

▪ Moving ESE at 5 mph

▪ Tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 70 

miles from the center

▪ Gradual weakening is expected and Hanna should 

become a post-tropical remnant low by tonight

Tropical Depression 26W: (Advisory #2, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See below

Six-E

(90%)

Guam

Hurricane Rachel (CAT-1): (Advisory #13A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Tropical Storm Nolo: (Advisory #39A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Tropical Depression 19-E: (Advisory #4, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Disturbance 1: (as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located S of southern coast of Mexico

▪ Environmental conditions appear favorable for gradual 

development, and a tropical depression could form while the 

system moves slowly

▪ Formation chance – 48-hour: Low (near 0%); 7-day: Medium 

(40%)
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Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories.

Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories.
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Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories.
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Tropical Depression 26W– Western Pacific 

Situation: (Advisory #2, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 410 miles ENE of Guam

▪ Moving W at 9 mph

▪ Maximum sustained winds 35 mph

▪ 26W is forecast to intensify through tonight, possibly becoming a 

tropical storm tomorrow morning 
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Hurricane Rachel (CAT-1) – Eastern Pacific
Situation: (Advisory 13A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 355 miles W of Lazaro Cardenas, Mexico

▪ Moving NW at 10 mph

▪ Maximum sustained winds 85 mph

▪ Hurricane-force winds extend outward up to 25 mi from the center; 

tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 160 miles from 

the center

▪Rapid strengthening is expected today, and Rachel could become 

a major-hurricane within the next day or so 
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Tropical Storm Nolo– Central Pacific
Situation: (Advisory #39A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 345 miles W of Lihue, Hawaii

▪ Maximum sustained winds of 65 mph

▪ Moving W at 6 mph

▪ Tropical-storm-force winds extend up to 140 miles from center

▪ Further weakening is forecast over the next day or so, followed 

by some re-intensification during the latter parts of this week 
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Tropical Depression Nineteen-E – Central Pacific
Situation: (Advisory #4, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 1,430 mi miles WSW of Baja California

▪ Maximum sustained winds of 30 mph

▪ Moving ESE at 9 mph

▪ Little change in strength is forecast during the next couple of days, 

and this system is expected to degenerate into a post-tropical 

cyclone by Thursday 
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Situation: A surge of leftover atmospheric moisture from former Tropical Storm Polo combined with warm, humid air brings about a multi-day period of showers and thunderstorms. A Slight to Moderate risk of flash 

flooding has been issued from the Southwest to southern High Plains today, with potential gusty winds leading to downed trees and power outages across parts of New Mexico and Texas. The Sacramento Burn 

Scar lowered to a Moderate flood risk today, however, it’s still considered a high-risk area for debris flow (FEMA R6 SLB #2, as of 6:26 p.m. ET, Sep 29). Flood Watches continue from the Southwest to the Mississippi 

Valley (NWS as of 2:15 a.m. ET, Sep 29).
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NWC will continue to monitor in coordination with FEMA Regions 6, 7, 8, and 9. Reporting 

will continue in the National Situation Report (3:00 a.m. / 5:00 p.m. ET) and Daily 

Operations Briefing (8:30 a.m. ET).

State / Local Response: (FEMA R6 SLB #2, as of 6:26 p.m. ET, Sep 29)

FEMA Region 6:

▪ NM SEOC at Partial Activation (Excessive Rainfall)

▪ TX SEOC at Partial Activation (Severe Weather)

FEMA Region 7:

▪ KS SEOC is Monitoring (Excessive Rainfall)

FEMA Region 9:

▪ AZ SEOC at Partial Activation (Severe Weather) (R9 SpotRep, as of 8:45 p.m. ET, Sep 29)

FEMA / Federal Response:

FEMA Region 6:

▪ Watch is Enhanced (7:00 a.m. ET) ; RRCC is Activated with select ESFs

▪ R-IMAT 1 is Deployed to Santa Fe, NM (Flooding)

▪ LNO is Deployed to TX SEOC

FEMA Region 7: 

▪ RWC is Monitoring; RRCC is Rostered

▪ R-IMAT is Available

FEMA Region 8: 

▪ Watch is Monitoring; RRCC is Rostered

▪ R-IMAT is Deployed to SD (FEMA-4941-DR-OST)

FEMA Region 9: 

▪ RWC is Monitoring; RRCC is Rostered

▪ R-IMAT 1 is Deployed to HI; R-IMAT 2 is Deployed to MP

HQ: 

▪ NWC is at Enhanced Watch (Southwest Flooding, 8:00 a.m. ET to 5:00 p.m. ET) 

▪ Response Operations held a coordination call Sep 28 

US&R: NV-TF1 (Type 3), CA-TF6 IST Cache, and Red IST deployed to Albuquerque, NM 

MERS: MERS assets deployed to Albuquerque and Santa Fe, NM

Flooding – Southwest NM
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National Readiness

National Watch Center

NRCC

N-IMAT Red

N-IMAT White

N-IMAT Blue

N-IMAT Gold

N-IMAT HS

Regional Readiness

National Notes
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National Watch CenterCommon Operating Picture

National Watch Center:

• Staffing; Enhanced Watch (TC Nolo/SW Flooding) 

(8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. ET)

NRCC:

• Rostered

National IMATs:

• N-IMAT Red: Demobilizing

• N-IMAT White: Staffing

• N-IMAT Blue: Staffing

FCOUS&RMERS Det.
30/36 Operational

SMT

4/6Maynard

6/6Frederick

6/6Thomasville

6/6Denton

4/6Denver

4/6Bothell

Operational

Requires Augmentation

Deployed

11/11

3/11

0/11

Assigned

Non-FEMA Deployed

FEMA-Deployed

Not Mission Capable

Available

FEMA Support Staff

28

0

1

0

27

Assigned

Not Mission Capable

Deployed

Available

2

3

33 (29 FCOR)

11/21

38

Regional Notes

Watches/RRCCs:

• R2 Watch: Equipment

• R5 Watch: Staffing

• R2 RRCC: Nor’easter

• R6 Watch: Flooding

• R6 RRCC: Flooding

• R10 RRCC: Staffing

IMATs:

• R1/R4-1/2/R7: Staffing

• R5: 3651-EM-IN

• R6-1: Flooding

• R8: 4941-DR-OST

• R9-1: 3652-EM-HI/4909-DR-

HI/4936-DR-HI/3654-EM-HI

• R9-2: 4910-DR-MP

• R10: 3650-EM-WA

State EOCs:

• FL/MS: Previous Incidents

• CO/NV/UT/WA: Wildfires

• AZ/IL/TX: Severe Weather

• MP: TC Bavi/Saudel

• PR/VA: Drought

• IN: 4933-DR-IN/3651-EM-IN

• HI: TC Lowell/Tropical Activity

• NM/KS: Excessive Rainfall

• MD: Water Service

Task Forces

Incident Workforce
Wednesday

September 30, 2026
8:30 a.m. ET

18,806
Assigned a Disaster Title

5,487 / 29%
Deployed

6,607 / 35%
Available to Deploy for 30 Days

6,712 / 36%
Remaining

Surge Capacity Force

7,695 / 0 / 769
Rostered / Deployed /

Est. Available to Deploy for 30 Days
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National Watch Center

Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments

Region
State / 

Location
Event

IA Number of Counties
Start – End

PA Requested Complete 

R1 CT
Severe Storm & Flooding

TBD

IA 0 0 N/A

PA 1 0 9/30 – TBD

R5 MN
Severe Weather

Sep 19-20

IA 4 0 10/1 – TBD

PA 0 0 N/A

R10 AK
Mukluk Fire

Aug 21-25

IA 1 0 9/21 – TBD

PA 1 0 9/21 – TBD

1Pueblo of Zuni

*Rosebud Sioux Tribe



National Watch Center

Declaration Requests in Process – 17
State / Tribe / Territory – Incident Description Type IA PA HM Requested

NH – Severe Storm and Flash Flooding – Appeal DR X X Jul 8

IN – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X X Aug 6

GU – Super Typhoon Bavi DR X X X Aug 11

MN – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X Aug 20

UT – Cottonwood Fire, Flooding, and Mudslides DR X X Aug 22

WI – Severe Storms and Tornado DR X X X Aug 26

WV – Severe Storm, Flooding, Landslides, and Mudslides – Appeal DR X X Aug 31 

NE – Severe Storm, Straight-line Winds, and Flooding – Appeal DR X X Aug 31 

OH – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, Flooding, and Landslides DR X X Sep 2

OK – Severe Storms and Straight-line Winds DR X X Sep 2

TN – Severe Storm and Straight-line Winds DR X X X Sep 8

HI – Hurricane Lala DR X X X Sep 8

HI – Hurricane Lowell DR X X X Sep 9

WV – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X Sep 12

IL – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X X Sep 15

KS – Severe Storm and Straight-line Winds DR X X Sep 15

PZ1 – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X X Sep 18

1 Pueblo of Zuni



Scan to subscribe to this briefing.

Helping people before, during, and after disasters.
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