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Train Derailment – North Dakota 

3:20 p.m. EST  / December 30, 2013 

• Occurred 1 mile W of Casselton (pop 2,432) and approx. 20 miles W of Fargo 

o 106-car BNSF freight train carrying crude oil derailed 

o A 2nd freight train (carrying grain) struck the derailed cars, triggering an 

explosion/fire  

• Ethanol facility near collision, but currently out of harm’s way 

• Half of the cars removed; remaining cars allowed to burn out throughout the night 

• No injuries/fatalities reported 

 

Response 

• Voluntary evacuation orders issued for Casselton 

o Approx. 65% of town (1,580 residents) evacuated 

o One ARC shelter open in Fargo with 19 occupants (ESF-6, 6 a.m. EST, Dec 31) 

• FAA issued temporary flight restrictions around incident area 

• IMAAC briefly activated--pollutants expected to remain aloft 

• Air quality monitoring continuing 

• Additional industrial fire fighters from TX and MN are supporting 

• ND State EOC is activated; FEMA Region VIII remains at Watch/Steady State 

• No requests for FEMA assistance 

 



Declaration Requests in Process 
 Requests 

APPROVED 
(since last report) 

 Requests DENIED 

(since last report) 

3 Date Requested 0 0 

AR – Winter Storm (December 5-8, 2013) December 23, 2013 

IN –  Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds & Tornadoes  

(Appeal) (November 17, 2013) 
December 23, 2013 

AK – Flooding (October 27-28, 2013) December 27, 2013 

 Disaster Requests & Declarations 



Major Disaster Declaration  Request – AK 

December 27, 2013 

• Major Disaster Declaration Request for the State of Alaska 

• For Flooding that occurred October 27-28, 2013 

• Requesting: 

• Public Assistance for the Kenai Peninsula Borough 

• Hazard Mitigation statewide 

 

 

= Requested borough 

Alaska 



Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments 

Region 
State / 

Location 
Event  IA/PA  

Number of Counties  
Start – End 

Requested  Complete  

VI OK 
Winter Weather 

Dec 5, 2013  & continuing 
PA 6 5 12/19-1/6 



Open Field Offices as of December 31, 2013 



http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf 

National Weather Forecast 

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf


72-Hr Snow Probabilities 



Active Watches/Warnings 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php


Precipitation Forecast – 3 Day 

Day 2 

Day 3 

Day 1 



River Forecast – 7 Day  



Convective Outlooks Days 1 – 3   

Day 1 Day 2 

Day 3 



Critical Fire Weather Areas Days 1 – 8   

Day 1      Day 2 

Day 3-8 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats_ie.php  

Hazard Outlook:  January 2-6 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/threats/threats_ie.php


http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/drap/global.html 

NOAA Scales Activity 
(Range: 1/minor to 5/extreme) 

Past  

24 Hours 
Current 

Next  

24 Hours 

Space Weather Activity: None None None 

• Geomagnetic Storms None None None 

• Solar Radiation Storms None None None 

• Radio Blackouts None None None 

Space Weather 

Sunspot Activity 

http://spaceweather.com/ 

HF Communication Impact 

http://spaceweather.com/images2013/31dec13/hmi3796.gif?PHPSESSID=71q16u155reb324a6a0im4alr3


FEMA Readiness – Deployable Teams/Assets  

Deployable Teams/Assets 

Resource Status Total  Available 
Partially  

Available 

Not  

Available 

Deployed/ 

Activated 
Comments Rating Criterion 

FCO 40 12 30% N/A 2 26 
• FCOs - Red due to insufficient Type 1 FCOs  

• FDRCs – Yellow due to number available 
OFDC Readiness: 

FCO     Green    Yellow    Red 

Type 1    3+            2              1 

Type 2    4+            3              2 

Type 3    4              3              2 

 

FDRC      3             2              1 
FDRC 

  
9 2 22% 0 0 7 

US&R 

  

28 26 92% 2 0 0 

• NV-TF1 (Yellow/Conditional) 

• NM-TF1 (Yellow/Conditional) 
• Green = Available/FMC 

• Yellow = Available/PMC 

• Red     = Out-of-Service 

• Blue   = Assigned/Deployed 

National IMAT 

  

3 3 100% 0 0 0 

• Green: 3 avail  

• Yellow: 1 avail 

• Red: 0 avail 

Individual N-IMAT red if 50% of Section 

Chiefs and/or Team Leader  is unavailable 

for deployment. 

Regional 

IMAT 

  

13 6 46% 0 1 6 

• Deployed team locations: PA, NC, NM, SD, 

CO & CA 

• Region VII (KS) reconstituting 

• Green: > 6 avail 

• Yellow: 4 -6 teams available 

• Red: > 8 teams 

deployed/unavailable   

R-IMAT also red if TL Ops/Log Chief is 

unavailable and has no qualified 

replacement. 

MCOV 
  

55 52 95% 0 1 2 
• 2 in CO • Green = Available/FMC 

• Yellow = Available/PMC 

• Red     = Out-of-Service 

• Blue   = Assigned/Deployed 



FEMA Readiness – National/Regional Teams 

National/Regional Teams 

Resource Status Total  Available 
Partially  

Available 

Not  

Available 

Deployed/ 

Activated 
Comments Rating Criterion 

NWC   5 5 100% 0 0 Steady State   

• Green =  FMC 

• Yellow = PMC 

• Red     = NMC 

 

 

NRCC 
  

0 375 94% 0 0 Not Activated 
• NRCC# represents FEMA 

personnel on Roster 

HLT   1 1 100% 0 0 Not Activated  

DEST             Not Activated  

RRCCs   10 10 100% 0 0 Not Activated 

RWCs/MOCs   10 10 100% 0 0 24/7  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


