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ÅDaily Operations Briefing 
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Winter Storm ï Central & Eastern U.S.  
Key Points   
Å A system developing in Southwest U.S. will be moving into Central U.S. 

this Friday, and the Mid-Atlantic and New England through the weekend 
 

Å Much uncertainty to impacts for major East Coast population centers 

(Weekend) 
 

Impacts 
 

Friday, December 13:  

Å A low pressure system centered over ME will trail a cold front across the 

southern Great Lakes 

Å Heavy snow is possible ahead of the front across MO, IL, IN and OH  

  

Saturday, December 14: 

Å A cold front sweeping down from Canada will cause widespread snowfall 

across the northern half of the country  

Å Heavy snow will most likely occur across New England, and freezing rain 

is possible in the Mid-Atlantic 

Å Rain is anticipated ahead of the front across the Southeast 

Probability of Ice Accumulation Equal to or Greater than 1/4 

inch from  13-14 Dec 2013 - WPC 

Probability of Snowfall Equal to or Greater Than 4 inches 

 from 13-14 Dec 2013 - WPC 
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Snow Probabilities (72-hour) 

http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/pwpf/wwd_accum_probs.ph

p?ftype=probabilities&fpd=72&ptype=snow 
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Freezing Rain Probabilities (72-hour)  

http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/pwpf/wwd_accum_pro

bs.php?ftype=probabilities&fpd=72&ptype=icez 

http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/pwpf/wwd_accum_probs.php?ftype=probabilities&fpd=72&ptype=icez
http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/pwpf/wwd_accum_probs.php?ftype=probabilities&fpd=72&ptype=icez
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Lake Effect ï Snow 
 

Å Snow showers that are created when cold, dry 

air passes over a large warmer lake such as 

one of the Great Lakes, and picks up moisture 

and heat 
 

Å The most likely setting for this localized type of 

snowfall is when very cold Arctic air rushes 

over warmer water on the heels of a passing 

cold front, as often happens in the Great 

Lakes region during winter 
 

ÅWinds accompanying Arctic air masses 

generally blow from a west or northwest 

direction, causing lake effect snow to fall on 

the east or southeast sides of the lakes 
 

ÅWhether an area gets a large amount of snow 

from lake effect is dependent on the direction 

of the winds; the duration they blow from a 

particular direction, and the magnitude of the 

temperature difference between the water and 

air 
 



6 

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf 

National Weather Forecast 

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/noaa/noaad1.pdf
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Active Watches/Warnings 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/largemap.php
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http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-3.shtml 

Precipitation Forecast ï 3 Day 

Day 1 

Day 2 

Day 3 


